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"For I am
not
ashamed of
the gospel
| of Christ:
- for it is
the power
of God

I unto

| salvation

to every

f one that

| believeth"

Rom 1:16
(KIV)

Wow! August really zipped past me. privilege of dining with Him. This helps
VBS was fun and satisfying. Right me keep my ears open for His gentle
from planning and decorating to voice in the humdrum of daily life.

teaching and cleaning, love and
unity prevailed amongst everyone.
Family camp was a wonderful break,
away from daily routine.

It is truly a blessing to have a
fellowship like a family and to share
our happiness and grief with each
other. Ohn! And before |
forget...Knock knock... Who's there?
Atch... Atch who? Bless you!

There! That should put a smile on
your face and | love a smiling face.
On a serious note knock knock jokes
remind me of Revelation 3:20 where
God stands at the door and knocks.
He who opens the door has the

Yours in Christ,
Preethi Samuel
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Pastor’'s Message

Dear friends, God has blessed us with
another month. The world faced
some tough challenges, and our
own families faced some losses. In all
these, God enabled us to comfort
one another with His Word as we
took everything to Him in prayer. As
Christians, we need to encourage
one another at all times.

| believe that we have a basic
misunderstanding of the meaning of
encouragement. The Greek word for
‘encourage” may be franslated as
“comfort, console, entreat, beg,
implore, counsel, urge, challenge.”
We see from this definition that
encouragement has a two-fold
emphasis: to comfort or reassure,
and to challenge or admonish. To
encourage someone is to comfort or
challenge them with the Word of
God in such a way that the person is
motivated to lead the Christian life
and confinue in the Lord's service. To
encourage is to be an instrument of
grace. It works out of compassion
and love and care for the other
person, not judgment and
condemnation and accusation.

1. The Father More than once we see
the Greek word for "encourage"
used for God the Father:
2 Cor.1:3 Blessed be God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort; 2 Thes.2:16-17 Now our Lord
Jesus Christ himself, and God, even
our Father, which hath loved us, and
hath given us everlasting consolation
and good hope through grace,
Comfort your hearts, and stablish
you in every good word and work.

2. The Son The Greek word for
‘encourage” is also used as a ftitle for

Jesus in | John 2:1. Jesus is called
“the Advocate,” or our defense" or
“our Intercessor.” The word used
here is the Greek for "encourager"
and it literally means “one called
alongside to help.” The Lord Jesus
has been called to our side to
represent us before the Father.

3. The Holy Spirit Not surprisingly, the
Greek word for "encourage" is also
applied to the Holy Spirit in | John
14:16. The Holy Spirit in the original
language is called the “Paraclete”
here translated as the Comforter or
the Counselor. The Holy Spirit has
been called to our side to assist us.

When applied to the Trinity, what
does the word "encourage" tell us? It
tels us that God is the great
encourager, the One from whom we
receive support and love.

Bruce Larson, in his book, Wind and
Fire, points out some interesting facts
about sand-hill cranes: 'These large
birds, who fly great distances across
continents in a "V" formation like
geese, have three remarkable
qualities. First, they rotate leadership.
No one bird stays out in front all the
time. Second, they choose leaders
who can handle turbulence. Ana
third, all during the time one bird is
leading, the rest are honking their
affirmation.” This is not a bad model
for the church: we should all be
honking encouragement at each
other.

May the God of Comfort help us
encourage one another to build His
Kingdom on earth.

- Pastor Godwin



Lost in Space

| was desperately looking for a
foothold. My legs were flailing,
completely unaccustomed to the
sudden emptiness beneath. It took
me a while to regain my bearings. |
was floating on air. But my
orientation was short lived. Before |
knew it | was zipping through what
appeared to be the deep expanse
of space. All of a sudden, the stars,
constellations, galaxies, black holes
and dark matter, everything began
to make sense. Space and time
were not warped as | had learnt. It
was my understanding that had
been warped. And then it struck me,
the truth about creation, man, his
fall, his redemption and eternity.

| had been way off on so many
things. | had ftrivialized the spiritual. |
had humanized God in an effort to
personalize him. | had “exchanged
the glory of the immortal God” for
the temporal. Everything | ever knew
had been so man-centered. How
could | have missed it?

| wanted to hurry back to my church,
to tell my people the fruth. But |
could not get back to earth, not
even into the solar system. They were
probably not on my space itinerary. |
could see my friends and family but |
could not communicate with them.
How was | supposed to tell them
what | had learned?

Back on earth, two were arguing
about the age of the universe,
about creation and evolutfion. | was
amused to see them argue so
convincingly with so little knowledge.
| began to readlize how absolutely
ridiculous human behavior might
appear in God’s sight. Two others
were fighting over predestination
and baptism and salvation. A group

"When | consider thy
heavens, the work of thy
fingers, the moon and the
stars, which thou hast
ordained; what is man, that
thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that
thou visitest him?" Ps 8:3, 4

had rounded up to pummel a guy
over grace, faith and works. And the
whole church was divided over sin
and law and judgment.

| realized then that man might never
redlize the whole truth when he is
alive. His mind is finite.. That’s why
Jesus himself said, “How shall ye
believe, if | tell you of heavenly
things?” (John 3:12). If only | could
go back and fell them that it matters
how they reach the destination
more, they might get it. They might
begin to glorify God as they ought
to. They might for once comprehend
that life is but a vapor and stop
wallowing in worldly cares and start
looking out for others (Phil 2:4).
- Samuel Davidson
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Book Review
Haggai

Haggai is one of the simpler
prophetic books. It has 2 chapters
and a total of 38 verses. It is the third
book from the end of the Old
Testament just before Zechariah and
Malachi. It was written to the Jews
living in Judah and Jerusalem after
the return from captivity.

After seventy years of capfivity,
some of the Jews living in exile return
to Judah and Jerusalem during the
reign of Cyrus, King of Persia. They
are led by Zerubbabel, the governor
aond Joshua, the high priest. The
people seftle intfo their houses.
However, they do not care much
about the house of God, which is in
ruins. The temple had been
destroyed during the fall of Zedekiah
and the beginning of captivity in
Babylon.

At this time, God speaks 1o
Zerubbabel and Joshua through the
prophet Haggai. The book can be
divided into four sections; four times
the word of the Lord comes to
Haggai. The first time Haggai
explains why the life of the people
has not been prosperous. He reminds
them that they are living in furnished
houses while the house of God lies in
ruins. The people realize their error
and obey the voice of the Lord and
begin to rebuild the temple.

The second fime, God encourages
Zerubbabel and Joshua through
Haggai. Haggai urges them to be
strong and tells them that the glory
of this temple would be greater than
the former. Haggai also promises
them peace.

The third time, Haggai declares that

HAGGAL

the people are defiled and their
offerings are therefore unclean. He
reminds them that they did not turn
to the Lord even though he had
struck them. But he affirms them that
the Lord would bless them.

Finally, the Lord speaks to
Zerubbabel through Haggai. He
proclaims that he has chosen
Zerubbabel and that he would make
him his signet (seal).

Haggai was a successful prophet by
human standards. The people
listened to him and the house of
God, which was started in the
second year of Darius (Hag 1:15),
was completed in his sixth year (Ezra
6:15). Ezra testifies that the people
prospered during the time of Haggai

(Ezra 6:14).
O

CD “You expected much, but see,
it turned out to be little.

What you brought home, I
blew away. Why?” declares
the Lord Almighty. “Because
of my house which remains in
ruin, while each of you is
busy with his own house”.

Haggai 1:9 (NIV)




News Briefs

Bagavathar Vedanayagam Sastriar
and his son Clement Vedanayagam
Sastriar  shared God’s word on

August 3rd, 4t
and 5h  The
complete audio

messages
including  the g
songs are :

available online for listening and
download at www.tamilucc.com.

41 kids attended this year’s VBS from
Aug 8™ to 11, The kids learned that
God is Real, With Us, Strong, In-
Charge and Awesome. Wah-hoo!!
The youth were group leaders and
had a great time teaching the
younger kids and being role models.

» Sis. Sumathy’s nephew, Loveson
Benjamin Joesph passed away in a
fragic bike accident on August 04th,
» Bro. Mohan and Bro. Srinivasan’s
father, Desingh Manoharan passed
away on August 25th. Remember
these families in your prayers

Tamil UCC
celebrated
Shajan and
Shirley’s
wedding
reception
last month

sEnank ) SHERLY

Kids caring 4 Kids

A couple of days back | heard an
inspiring story on the radio. It was
about Kendall Ciesemier, a 14 year
old girl. Kendall had been born with
a rare disease that had badly
affected her liver. In the winter of
2004, after watching an Oprah
Winfrey show about the 12 million
kids affected by AIDS in Africa,
Kendall decided to sponsor a child
through her own money. Initially
partnering with World Vision she has
raised nearly $111,000 through kids
caring for kids. She was recently
recognized by Bill Clinfon at an
Oprah Winfrey show.

Most of the kids want tfo do
something for others but never get
around to acting on their desires.
And by the time they grow up they
are caught in vicious worldly cares.

This is an encouraging story for such
kids. It should remind them that they
can make a difference. Fund raising
is just one avenue. Lives can be
changed in so many ways. More
than money, people need hope.
They need encouragement, love
and respect.

Not everyone should be dreaming
about changing the world.
Changing just one life might be all
that is needed. The idea is not to find
a way and get onto it. It is fo have
the will fo make a way.
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Crossword No. 4

1 2 3 4 |5
Tips
6 70
The first part of the clue is
mostly from the Bible.
8 9 Bible clues are usually
from NIV or KJV. The
= = second part of the clue is
more general and
12 jumbled up or an
acronym or phonetically
13 o .
similar to the solution or
14 |15 hidden in a combination
6 of words. Also, Look for
give away verbs like
17 18 remove, twist, hide, etc.
Down Across

1. Saul's weapon; from war to Olympics
@)

2. Known for extreme giving also
Alexander's home (9)

3. One of seventy in oasis; holds future?
(€)]

4. Successful craftsman as in refined
true dimes (9)

5. The Ra's home, a Tamil place (2)

7. To reach the father, he may wait (1,
2,3,3)

9. Promoted for faith in an Ha Ha! (8)
12. He crowns the year with buy ton of
goodness (6)

15. Death to Paul was not a loss (4)

16. Laymen served bread at this part of
door? (3)

Solution to Crossword No. 3

J|IE|H|U L B A
(6] E S|Y|[C|A[M|O|R|E
N R D A A
AID(OIN|A|I L{E[{A|[R|N
H D A A

P S|H{O|U|T
I A|B|B|A (6]
DIW|E|L|L B|I|S|H|O|P
U A E B I P
M|O|S|E|S A D (6]
E T S|A|T|A|N S
A H O[N|C|E

4. To fear God and obey, ajob or
responsibility (4)

6. Perfume in a stale bar (9)

8. Saved a prophet from well, he
belch'd me (10)

10. Forbidden statue as in American
talent show (4)

11. Cut this if fruitless, a local bank (6)
13. Better marry than be before an urn
()

14. Prophet with girdle for prop, as a
bug 6)

17. King of Bashan was one in tag (5)
18. Keep this if you made this swear
word (4)

Congratulation!
Correct entries submitted by
Edith Andrews, Chennai
Hannah Daniel
Kavitha Kingsly

Send answers fo,
The Editor,
TUCC newsletter
1908 Continental
Ave, Apt 104
Naperville, IL 60563
E-Mail newsletter@tamilucc.com

September 2007

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
30 1
1:30 pm —
Children’s
Worship
Service
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1:30 pm — 9.00pm — 6:30pm—
Worship Friday Night Monthly Tamil
Service Prayer at Fellowship
Ajith’s (Drummers For
residence Jesus)
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
1:30 pm — 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm —
Worship Des Plaines Friday Night
Service Small Group Prayer at
Meet at Noel’s Mohan’s
residence residence
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
1:30 pm — 9:00 pm —
Worship Friday Night
Service Prayer at
Kanagaraj’s
residence
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
1:30 pm — 7.00pm —
Worship Sing Song at
Service Aram’s
residence

Please note that this is a tentative schedule. For exact time and location, refer to the Order of Service for that week.
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