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Last year was the 300th anniversary 
of Charles Wesley's birth. He studied 
theology and music at the same 
time. This hymn was written by him 
for the first service in the first 
Wesleyan Chapel in London, 
England in 1739. 
 
Charles Wesley was born on 18th 
December 1707, in Epworth, 
Lincolnshire. He studied at Christ 
Church College, Oxford. 
 
Charles Wesley and his brother John 
Wesley founded the Methodist 
church. Like many people at that 
time, they found the worship in the 
Church of England quite tedious and 
monotonous, so they launched the 
movement with a renewed 
emphasis on emotional involvement, 
singing and studying the Bible. 
Charles Wesley died on March 29, 
1788.  

The period of lent, in my adult life, 
has always been a period of looking 
into my innermost self. The realization 
of Christ dying FOR ME was always 
hard for me to comprehend. In early 
teen years, I would be comforted by 
the false ideology that Christ died for 
‘people in those times- I had nothing 
to do with that’. I don’t know about 
you, the personal factor in his 
sacrifice often fleets by until I think of 
Christ being my ‘personal savior and 
friend’. Unfortunately Easter has 
been portrayed in the carnal world 
with bunnies (they come in 
unrealistic colors too!), fluffy yellow 
chicks, eggs etc. Where is CHRIST? 
Do we really MEAN IT when we 
proclaim Alleluia?! Let us sing it like 
we mean it because one of the 
Alleluias has our personal name 
embedded in it proclaiming our 
‘belonging’ with CHRIST. 

- Sujaya Robin

��������	���
�	���������	���
�	���������	���
�	���������	���
�	�



����

�

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
` 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������	�

���
�
	�������������������������

Farewell to Noels, February 2008 
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Jesus is alive! What wonderful news 
after the darkness of three horrible 
days in the lives of his believers.  
 
Every time I sang the song, ‘As the 
deer panteth for the water so my 
soul longeth after you…’ I used to be 
confused by the concept of living 
water. Probably like the Samaritan 
woman at the well!  
 
Jesus said that the living water would 
flow through us if we believed in him. 
By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later 
to receive. 
 
What joy his resurrection gives those 
of us who believe in him! Living water 
flows through us and we thirst no 
more. This happened because he 
rose and was glorified. This is the 
reason for my celebration.  
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A very happy Easter to all you 
believers out there! 
 

- Preethi Samuel
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Greetings! and a very happy Easter 
2008. Indeed, He is risen! This is the 
reason for our existence as Christians. 
We face challenges in this world. Let 
us face it with the help of the Risen 
One and our reward in heaven will 
be great. One of the challenges we 
face today is passing on our 
Christian values to our children.  
 
My strong belief is that we can 
transfer our biblical values to our 
children and teenagers. We can 
equip them to live godly lives in the 
midst of an ungodly world. Of 
course, the obvious question is 
HOW? What can we do to pass on 
our values to our kids?  What can we 
do to instill biblical concepts of truth 
and morality within our children and 
teens? 
 
The answer is in the word of God, in 
the model He gave to Israel for 
teaching truth to children. In Deut 
6:4-7 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.  Love the 
LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all 
your strength. These commandments 
that I give you today are to be upon 
your hearts. Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up. (NIV) 
  
According to this verse the first step is 
to build a relationship with our 
children. Passing our values to our 
children requires a healthy 
relationship.  
 
God’s model for teaching Biblical 
truth to young people called, not 
only for a constant process, but for a 
relational method as well. Look at 

verse 7 – when you sit, walk, lie down 
or get up. How can we expect to 
teach these things to our sons and 
daughters when we don’t spend any 
time with them? How can we expect 
to teach them if we are never 
around, if we never sit with them in 
our house, if we are never walk with 
them by the way, if we are not by 
their side when they get to bed, if 
we never see them when they wake 
up? 
  
A big part of the problem we see all 
around us in our society is the result 
of messed up relationships. We 
cannot impart truth apart from 
honest, meaningful relationships. We 
are to teach diligently when we sit, 
walk, lie down, and rise up. In other 
words, God wants us to teach his 
truths in every relational interaction 
with our children. It’s not only about 
quality time but about quantity time 
too. 
 
Biblical truth and godly values are 
best understood in the context of a 
relationship. For example, if I need to 
correct my child, I have learned to 
begin by asking a question that 
applies to my relationship with her. If 
the answer to that question is 
positive, then I can be confident that 
she will respond to my correction. I 
ask, "Do you know that I love you?" 
By asking that question before I offer 
correction, I appeal to her, not on 
the basis of my authority, but on the 
basis of our relationship. So, the first 
step in passing our values of faith to 
our children is building a relationship. 
Parents and Teachers let us take this 
truth seriously and make our children 
belong to Kingdom of God. Amen.  
 

- Pastor Godwin
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Tips 
----- 

The first part of the clue 
is mostly from the Bible. 
Bible clues are usually 
from NIV or KJV. The 
second part of the clue 
is more general and 
jumbled up or an 
acronym or 
phonetically similar to 
the solution or hidden in 
a combination of 
words. Also, Look for 
give away verbs like 
remove, twist, hide, etc. 

 
Congratulations! 

 
Correct entries by  

Edith & Adeline Andrews, 
Chennai 

Kharun, Josh & Sangeetha 
Samuel, Naperville, IL 

 
Send answers to, 
TUCC newsletter 

1908 Continental Ave,  
Apt 104 

Naperville, IL 60563 
 

newsletter@tamilucc.com 
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   Down 
1. Earth’s original need, to change from  
    (4) 

2. Maintain order as we be a he! (5) 

3. Lone sister in a High-Def mix (5) 

4. Man behind milady? A hid plot (8) 

5. Cup of God’s fury into a dining (11) 

7. Jakeh’s on from a rug (4) 

11. Rose of Sharon, dearest (7)  

12. Deceived the deceiver in a lab (5) 
13. Happy or merry person does resign  
     (6) 

   14. Easter theme as in undead (5) 
 

Across 
1. Five-grand miracle as in central  
     gov (3) 

4. Priestly denim (4) 

6. Most beautiful if I’m a gem (6) 

8. Sin gets a dip with death (4) 

9. Mary’s town? Or a mad gal (7) 

10. Adam’s state after a sin under cover (6) 

11. Bread ingredient barely used (6) 

14. Thirst for water in Indian desert (4) 
16. Meek and gentle spirit hangs on a  
     tree! (8) 
17. Strange place for frogs this heated  
      cook ware (4) 
18. Young man's prophetic call to be  
     re-armed (7) 

Solution to Crossword No. 9 

1       2   3   4     5 

      6                 

    7           8       

9                       

            10           

11     12                 

            13           

                14 15     

16                       

                        

                17       
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Name  : Onesimus 

Time period : Around 50 A.D - 90 A.D 

Early 
profession 

: Slave belonging to Philemon, a wealthy Christian in 
Colossae  

Early Life : Defrauded his master and ran away. 

Life 
Changing 
event 

: Met Paul in Rome and committed his life to Christ 

Milestone 
event of his 
life 

: Meeting his ex-master Philemon after many years 
with a letter from Paul, now known as ‘The Book of 
Philemon’ 

Later 
profession 

: Served as the bishop of Byzantium, then capital of 
Eastern Roman empire� 

Final years : Imprisoned in Rome and martyred by stoning� 

Larger 
message 

: The micro-story of Onesimus parallels the macro-story 
of the redemption, with Onesimus enacting 
mankind, Philemon taking the role of God (the 
Father) and Paul playing Christ. Mankind rejected 
the true love of master and fled, as Adam did, and 
his offspring are being redeemed by the second 
Adam (Christ) today. Redemption is a continuous 
process and as brothers and sisters we are expected 
to reconcile with each other and with God on a 
daily basis.  

Points to 
Ponder 

: In the vast expanse of this world, Onesimus could 
have lived as a Christian, in any city other than 
Colossae, where his ex-master whom he defrauded, 
lives. But, he chose not to. Is that intentional? Or God 
Planned? 
 
Why the Bible is open ended and does not 
categorically conclude that Philemon indeed 
accepted Onesimus as his brother? 
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� As recorded in the epistles of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
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It means that those who cannot live in harmony with the world, though 
they have learned many things, are still ignorant. 
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Bible warns us that we should not love the world or anything in it. The world 
and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives 
forever. 

- 
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As I was aimlessly watching CNN, 
while thinking about the next issue of 
DeepDive, McCain came on stage  
profusely apologizing for certain 
derogatory comments made by one 
of his supporters, towards Obama. 
Had one of the candidates 
addressed the gathered crowd as 
“brood of vipers”, be rest assured of 
a well-crafted apology in the next 
hour or minute. People find it easy to 
issue a statement and retract it; 
however, God is not a man that He 
should change his mind. He says 
what he means and means what he 
says.  
 
So, when Jesus calls the scribes and 
Pharisees, a ‘brood of vipers’, we 
need to dive deep to find out what 
he means. At the outset it looks 
derogatory and inappropriate. But 
the Bible assures us that ‘none will 

lack its mate’ meaning every verse 
has a mate. We need to search the 
scriptures and find it. 
 
John the Baptist greets the Pharisees 
and Sadducees in a stern language 
calling them as brood of vipers. Jesus 
repeats the same phrase, not once, 
but twice to chide the religious 
leaders of that day. Was it a brute 
expression of anger or a figurative 
language in frustration?  
 
The snake charmer holds the 
attention of the snake through the 
sound vibrations generated by the 
movement of the bag-pipe. Though, 
snakes don’t hear sound, they ‘hear’ 
the vibrations. There are times they 
don’t respond to what they hear. 
The Psalmist sheds more light on this 
behavior in Psalm 58:4 – “... like the 
deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; 
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which will not hearken to the voice 
of charmers…” There are times when 
we stop our ears – maybe we’re 
glued to the TV, or spouse is talking 
or just ‘selective hearing’! Prophet 
Jeremiah calls those who have ears 
but do not hear as ‘foolish and 
senseless people’. Ezekiel refers to 
them as ‘rebellious people’. 
Zechariah laments that they refused 
to pay attention, stubbornly turning 
their back and stopping their ears. 
Jesus and John chose the more 
allegorical, ‘brood of vipers’.     
 
A very powerful allusion is portrayed 
in Mark 7. At the beginning of the 
chapter Pharisees and teachers of 
the law gather around Jesus. Jesus 
condemns their hypocrisies in many 
ways. Maybe he sensed that his 
teachings fell on deaf ears. At the 
end of the same chapter, he took a 
deaf man aside, looked up to 
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heaven and with a deep sigh said to 
him, “Be opened!”, causing the 
people around him to wonder, “He 
even makes the deaf hear…”. 
 
In a recent research study 
conducted by the Liverpool School 
of Tropical Medicine, scientists 
concluded that "…vipers are 
responsible for more deaths than 
any other genus of snakes in the 
world”. Maybe, spiritual deafness is 
responsible for more spiritual deaths 
than any other genus of sins in the 
world.   
 
But, He can even make the deaf, 
including the brood of vipers, hear.   
 

- Ajith E. Samuels
 

Deep Dive is an article series that attempts to 
elucidate the biblical verses that pose an 
exegetical challenge to readers 
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Undoubtedly the song sung more 
than any other at Easter time is 
Charles Wesley’s triumphant hymn, 
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” Each 
of its four verses is laced with 
Scriptural content. Its text recites the 
fact of His Resurrection; it announces 
the result of His resurrection and calls 
on all creation to proclaim this grand 
news. 
 
 The "alleluia" at the end of each line 

was not written by Wesley but was 
added by an editor to fit the text to 
the tune. The term “alleluia” (or 
“Hallelujah”) follows each line of the 
song. This interesting word is a 
combination of the Hebrew word 
“Hallel,” meaning praise and the 
shortened word for God or Lord, 
“Jah.” Thus “Alleluia” means, “Praise 
the Lord!”  

Continued…
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